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TAGS: PFOR, IY EG US 

SUB J : PERES ON US TECHNICIANS IN SINAI 

1 IN COURSE OF KNESSET DEBATE SEPT 29, DEFENSE 
MINISTER PERES GAVE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF ORIGINS OF 
PROPOSAL FOR US TECHNICIANS IN SINAI. ACCORDING 
TO PERES, THE IDEA CAME FROM BOTH THE EGYPTIANS, AND 
ISRAELIS.,, 

2. MATTER WAS FIRST DISCUSSED IN FORD/SADAT MEETING 
IN SALZBURG AT WHICH SADAT EXPRESSED EGYPTIAN CONCERN 
THAT INTERIM AGREEMENT SHOULD PROVIDE MECHANISM 
TO PROTECT EGYPT AGAINST ISRAELI SURPRISE ATTACK. 

TO DOCUMENT THIS, PERES QUOTED EXTENSIVELY FROM SADAT 
SPEECH OF SEPTEMBER 10. PERES ALSO QUOTED RECENT 
COMMENTS BY MINISTER OF WAR GAMASY AND GOE SPOKESMAN 
BASHIR AS TO IMPORTANCE WHICH EGYPT ATTACHES TO US 
PRESENCE IN SINAI AS ELEMENT OF INTERIM AGREEMENT. 
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3. PERES THEN SAID THAT ISRAEL IN MARCH HAD PROPOSED TO THE 
EGYPTIANS, THROUGH THE MEDIATION OF THE SECRETARY, THAT BOTH ISRAEL 
AND EGYPT SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO SET UP WARNING STATIONS MANNED 

BY THEIR OWN NATIONALS AS PART OF INTERIM AWREEMENT. AT THAT 
TIME, EBYPT REFUSED. THEREAFTER, PERES CONTINUED, SADAT HAD PROPOSED 
THAT AMERICANS INSTEAD OF ISRAELIS MAN THE WARNING STATIONS, A 
PROPOSAL WHICH THE ISRAELIS IN TURN REJECTED. SUBSEQUENTLY IN 
NEGOTIATIONS THIS SUMMER, ISRAEL PROPOSED THE KINE OF ARRANGEMENT 
WHICH WAS FINALLY WORKED OUT AT UM HASHIVA, NAMELY 
THAT ISRAELIS WOULD OPERATE THE STATION UNDER SUPER- 
VISION OF US TECHNICIANS, ANT THAT A SIMILAR ARRANGEMENT 
WOULD APPLY TO EGYPTIAN WARNING STATION. 

4. IN EXPLAINING BACKGROUND TO THIS PROPOSAL, PERES 
WENT ON TO RECALL ARAB CAMPAIGN BETWEEN MARCH AND 
AUGUST TO SUSPEND ISRAEL FROM U.N., STATEMENTS 

BY FAHMY IN JULY THAT EGYPT RESERVED TO ISTSELF 
DECISION RE EXTENSION OF UNEF MANDATE, AND ALSO 
HIGHLIGHTED POSSIBILITY THAT SOME OTHER NATION 
COULD VETO UNEF RENEWAL IN SECURITY COUNCIL. 

ISRAEL BELIEVED THAT US PRESENCE SEPARATE FROM 
UNEF AUSPICES BUT ALSO WITHIN BUFFER ZONE WOULD 
GIVE ADDED ELEMENT OF STABILITY TO INTERIM AGREEMENT. 

5. IN CONCLUSION, PERES NOTED THAT HE RETURNED FROM 
US WITH IMPRESSION THAT BOTH CONGRESS AND PUBLIC 
UNDERSTOOD CLEARLY THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
MIDDLE EAST AND VIETNAM, AND THAT THERE WAS NOW 
GREATER UNDERSTANDING THAT PROPOSAL FOR US 
TECHNICIANS REPRESENTED ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION TO 
MIDDLE EAST STABILITY, AND AN AUGMENTATION OF 
SECURITY FOR BOTH ISRAEL AND EGYPT. DESPITE DISTOR 
TIONS BY EXTREMIST ELEMENTS IN ARAB LOBBY, 

MOST AMERICANS UNDERSTOOD THAT ISRAEL WAS 
NOT ASKING US TO SEND AMERICAN SOLDIERS TO 
DEFEND IT, NOR SEEKING TO DEEPEN AMERICAN INVOLVE- 
MENT IN AREA AGAINST ITS INTERESTS. 
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